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By THEREPRESENTATIVES ofF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
IN GENERAL CONGRESS AsSEMBLED,

HEN in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes neceflary for one People to diffolve the Politi
] S, b ) ¢ : S i
with another, and tohaffumc among the Powers of the Earth, the fépar}atc and equal St;nono tolci,lv}?ii;,dst}:?f:“l;az;Cl%n?“ac“{ t:en%
Nature’s God entitle them, a decent Refpect to the Opinions of Mankind ires tha L L
to the Separation. 2 ; i st et SR R L impel them
Wre hold thefe Truths to be felf-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are end 2 4
: unalienable R.ights, that among thefe are Life, Liberty, and the Purfuit of Happinefs— ~That tou;écou‘t:ihle’iy‘e ;?icl}r“Creca‘mr kgl
inftituted among Men, deriving their jult Powers from the Confent of the Geverned, that whenever any Form of Government beco . FECRJO\'C.mmems Y
Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolith it, and to inftitute new Government, laying its Foundation on fuch }L’rir:e'sl i -thF{e
its Powers in fuch Form, as to-them fhall feem moft likely to effet their Safety and Happinefs. Prudence, indeed, ‘will dictate that CC‘IP es, and organizing
tablihed fhould not be changed for light and tranfient Caufes; and accordingly all Experience hath fhewn, that M’:mkind are more dl;ot}t;nmcnts g ?{—
Fvils are {ufferable, than to right themfelves by abolithing the Forms to which they are accuftomed. But when a long Train of Abufes al l}i)oUe{ to ﬁfﬂ'er, while
ing invariably the fame Objeét, evinces a Defign to reduce them under abfolute Defpotifim, it is their Right, it is their Duty, to thrown & {u[‘fano“s’ purfu-
«ud to provide new Guards for their future Security. Such has been the patient Sufferance of thefe Colonies; and fuch is g;w the Ne :ﬂ'} “ch‘Govcmmef“"
them to alter their former Syftems of Government. The Hiftory of the prefent King of Great-Britain is a Hiftory of repeated l;'uric » i‘% G cpnﬁrams
having in dire& Obje&t the Eftablifhment of an abfolute Tyranny over thefe States. To prove this, let Facts be fubmitted to a candid {)V flsdan farpations, all
s has refufed his Affent to Laws, the moft wholefome and neceffary for the public Good. 5 oL
FE has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and prefling Importance, unlefs {ufpended in their O ion till hi H
and when fo fufpended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them. 3 P ¢ Operation il his Affent thould be obtained 5
Fr has refufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftricts of People, unlefs thofe People would relinqui T b
the Legiflature, a Kight ineftimable to them, and formidable to Tyrants only. ! 1ld relinquifh the Right of Reprefentation in
He has called together Legiflative Bodies at Places unufual, Gncomfortable, and diftant from the Depofitory of thei bli
fatiguing them into Compliance with his Meafures. L Yy ir public Records, for the fole Purpofec of
He has diffolved Reprefentative Houfes repeatedly, for oppefing with manly Firmnefs his Invafions on the Rights of the People,
Hr has refufed for a long Time, after 111Ac‘1‘1 Diffolutions, to caufe others to be elected ; whereby the Legiflative Powers, incap'\b.le of Annihilati
turned to the People at large for their exercifes the State remaining in the mean time expofed to all the Dangers of Invafion from \*fikhout and C' 1 at;c{{n, have rc-
= has endeavourzd to prevent the Population of thefe States ; for that Purpofe obftructing the Laws for Naturalization of Forei; ners § refi [Om’ll i
to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. gners s refufing to pafs others
Hz has oblructed the Adminiftration of Juftice, by refufing his Affent to Laws for eftablifhing Judiciary Powers.
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Offices, and the Amount and Payment of their Salaries
Iz has erected a Multitude of new Offices, and fent hither Swarms of Officers to harrafs our People, and eat out their Subftance :
e has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the confent of our Legiflatures. L
Hr has affected to render the Military independent of and fuperior to the Civil Power.
Hr has combined with others to fubjet us to a Jurifdiction foreign to our Conflitution, and unacknowledged by our Laws; givi s .
pretended Legiflation : S8y s; giving his Affent to their As of
For quartering large Bodies of Armed T'roops among us : %
Fowr prote&ting them, by a mock Trial, from Punifhment for any Murders which they fhould commit on the Inhabitant s
For cutting off our Trade with all Parts of the World: ™ : itants of thefe States ;
For impofing Taxes on us without our Confent :
For depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury :
For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences :
For abolithing the free Syftem of Englifh Laws in a neighbouring Province, cftablifhing therein an arbitrary Government, LN 5
as to render it at once an Example and fit Inftrument for introducing the fame abfolute Rule into thefe Coloni“.g]: arienb Rt cHlsng R M Pene ) o
Tor taking away our Charters, abolifhing our moft valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments :
For fufpending our own Legiflatures, and declaring themfelves invefted with Power to legiflate for us in all Cafes whatfoever. i
He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Prote@ion and waging War againft us. ;
He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coafts, burnt our Towns, and deftrbyed the Lives of our People.
He is, at this Time, tranfporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of Death, Defolation, and T i b
cumftances of Cruelty and Perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in the moft barbarous Ages, and totally unworthy th’e Head of B>C{l\f;lizec){r;t::iygnaerady begt.n with ci-
H e has conftrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms againft their Country, to b the E e : .
Brethren, or to fall themfelves by their Hands. s 2 ecome the Executioners of their Friends and
H . has excited domeftic Infurre@ions amongft us, and has endeavoured to bring on the Inhabitants of our Frontiers, th i 3
known Rule of Warfare, is an undiftinguithed Deftruction, of 2ll Ages, Sexes and Conditions. ers, the mercilefs Indian Savages, whofe
In every ftage of thefe Oppreffions we have Petitioned for Redre(s in the moft humble Terms : Our repeated Petitions | i
ed Injury.” A Prince, whofe Charaéter is thus marked by every a¢t which may define a Tyrant, is unfitto bfthe Ruler g?n:f;z:el’t:);?canf“med R e
No R have we been wanting in Attentions to our Britith Brethren. We have warned them from Time to Time of Att t ir Leoifls
unwarrantable Jurifdiétion over us. We have reminded them of the Circumftances of our Emigration and Settlement hcrcer.np\S’Vbcyl::\?;rthg::‘;gzt‘lmc ﬁol:::{tend e
Juftice and Magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the Ties of our common Kindred to difavow thefe Ufurpations, which wmﬂdpi}x"-evil-'h;o i C,” pae
Conneétions and Corrc_fpondencc. They too have been deaf to the Voice of Juftice and of Confanguinity. We muft, therefore, n’c uielce in‘ t! M’\}Y ilf)]ftrruplr ﬁm
denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the reft of Mankind,” Enemies in War, in Peace, Friends. S he Neceflity, which
W, therefore, the Reprefentatives of the UNITE D STATESOERE-AMERICAn:Cenge )
298 . : : M B s ER A N : e
pealing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Reitude of our Intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of tth o(;dop‘ioc ]x; n; s},] (Aﬂén}h]ﬁ, ap-
Iemnly Publith and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, Free AND INDEPEND Lng @ S-r;‘) of thefe ; 0! on}u,’s, {ow~
ablolved from all Allegiance to the Britith Crown, and that all political Connedtion between them and the State of Grcat-]f:‘itain is a:dTm’f Sht,t (b“*tt : );ly ?m
folved ; and thatas FREE AND INDEPRENDENT ST aTES, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, ’contraé‘t %\lli :V_ 5 Omﬂyb(l{‘(‘l-
Commerce, and to doall other A@tsand Things which INDEPENDEN 7 STATES may of right do.  And for the fapport of thi D,al S e
firm Reliance on the Protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge toeach other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our f.\L:er ;iZnor sk A

Signed by ORDER and in Benarry of the CoNGRESsS,

JOON HANCOCK, PresrDExT.
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